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1. Definitions / Requirements 

A reduced fee for appeal for appeals filed by any one of the following appellants: 

(1). A natural person 

(2). A small and medium-sized (SME) enterprise 

 Definition of an SME 

For determining whether an entity is entitled to the reduced fee for appeal as an SME, 

Commission recommendation 2003/361/EC of 6 May 2003 applies. Under the 

recommendation, an enterprise is considered to be any entity engaged in an economic activity, 

irrespective of its legal form. The category of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises is 

made up of enterprises which employ fewer than 250 persons, which have an annual turnover 

not exceeding EUR 50 million and/or an annual balance sheet total not exceeding EUR 43 

million and for which no more than 25% of the capital is held directly or indirectly by another 

company that is not an SME. 

(3). A non-profit organization, a university, or a public research organization 

 Definition of a non-profit organization 

An organization not allowed by its legal form or statutes, under the relevant law, to be a 

source of income, profit or other financial gain to its owner, or – if allowed to make a profit – 

there is a legal or statutory obligation to reinvest the profits made in the interest of the 

organization. 

 Definition of a university 

A "classical" university, i.e., an institution of higher education and research under the relevant 

law. Secondary or higher education establishments or other comparable entities, however, will 

be considered to be universities in this matter. 

 Definition of a public research organization 

An entity such as a university or research institute that is organized under public law and, 

irrespective of how it is financed, has the primary goal of conducting fundamental research, 

industrial research or experimental development and of disseminating the results by way of 

teaching, publication or technology transfer. All profits must be reinvested in carrying out 

these activities, in disseminating the results or in teaching. 

 

For eligibility for the reduced appeal fee, an appellant's status when filing the notice of appeal is 

relevant. Subsequent changes have no retroactive effect on the validity of the appeal fee payment made. 

 

Appellants wishing to benefit from the reduced fee for appeal must expressly declare that they are one 

of the above-listed types of appellants, for example, by using EPO Form 1011bis. In any event, the 

declaration must be filed at the latest by the time of payment of the reduced fee for appeal. If an appellant 

consists of a plurality of persons, each one must be eligible, for the reduced fee for appeal to apply. 

 

Whereas necessary, a person claiming entitlement to the reduced fee carries the burden of proof that 

the eligibility criteria have been met. In the case of reasonable doubt as to the veracity of the present 

declaration, the EPO may require appropriate evidence. In case of an incorrect, false or missing 

declaration with payment of the reduced fee the notice of appeal may be deemed not to have been filed or 

the appeal may be considered inadmissible. The deficiency may not be remediable after expiry of the 

two-month time limit for filing the notice of appeal. Appellants claiming entitlement to the reduced fee 

for appeal are therefore strongly recommended to ensure that when filing the notice of appeal the 

eligibility criteria are fulfilled and the declaration is duly made. 

 

2. Fee Reduction 

Fee for appeal 

(1). Not reduced: EUR 2,255 

(2). Reduced: EUR 1,880 

 
 
Remarks： 

(1) The information above was collected on August 9, 2018. In the event of any patent law changes in the said country, the new 

amendments shall prevail. 

(2) We are not responsible for verifying the client’s fee reduction qualification status and will follow the client's instructions to process 

the patent renewals payment. In case of any changes of client’s fee reduction qualification status, please inform us for processing in 

order to comply with the payment regulations of the patent laws of various countries. 

(3) We do not assume any legal liability in case of the case abandoned, payment failed or any other rights losses or damages caused 

due to the above mentioned client's instructions or incorrect data. 

 


